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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for datamanagementmfo^ 
the method comprising the steps of: 

roviding a plurality of containers for the laboratory analysis of biological 
specimens, each container being associated with i t s o w n a unique identificatjion code of said 
container and having a marking incl uding said unique identification code) applied to said 



issing system a 



>n the container 



container during production or packaging of said container : 

♦--associating a patient code with a patient to be subjected to analysilj; 
• — for each container used for said patient, generating in a data proc \ 

combination of said patient code and said unigye identification code of th<> corresponding 
1 0 container: 

•^■carrying out, by means of at least one analyzer, at least one analysis 

or containers used for said patient, the analyzer entering the results of said analysis, combined 

with the unique identification code of the container or containers, into the lata processing 

system. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, comprising the steps of: 
—generating a patient code for at frast least one patient on whom at le ist one analysis 
is to be carried out and storing said patient code in a data processing system; 

♦-placing a biological specimen from said patient in said at least on^ container; 
—carrying out at least one analysis of said specimen in at least oiJe analyzer, the 
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analyzer reading the unique identification code of said container and entering into said data 
processing system the results of the analysis combined with the unique identification code of 
said container; 

•—using said data processing system to associate the results of the analysis or analyses 
with the patient code, and then with the patient identified by said patient codej t 
combination of the patient code with the unique identification code. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, in wHich 
identification code is placed on the corresponding container in a machine r< 



e^idabl 



4, (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1 , in which 
is placed on a medium in a machine-readable format. 



6. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 3, in which he combination 
of the patient code with the unique identification code is generated by the sequential reading 
by an automatic reading instrument of the patient code and the unique identification code, or 
vice versa. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , in which si wd patient code 



by means of the 



ich said unique 
e format 



aid patient code 
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and said unique identification code are reproduced as bar codes and are dptically read to 
produce said combination. 



8. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, in which 
is generated by a central computer of said data processing system; the combination 
patient code with the unique identification code is carried out by means of a 
processing system other than said central computer; and the result of the ana 
with the patient code, is sent to said central computer* 



aid patient code 
of the 
unit of said data 
ysis, associated 



9. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, in which s aid patient code 
is generated by a central computer of said data processing system; the con|bination of the 
patient code with the unique identification code is carried out by means of a bnit of said data 
processing system other than said central computer; and the result of the analysis, associated 
with the unique identification code of the containers, is sent to said centra I computer, the 
central computer being programmed to associate with the result of the analysis) the data relating 
to the patient to whom said result relates. 

10. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for data management in an 
analytical laboratory, the system comprising, in combination, 

*-a central electronic computer, for acquiring the data on patients on v|hose biological 
specimens the analyses are to be carried out, and for generating a patient code for each patient 
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acquired; 

•-means for acquiring an a unique identification code associated witflt each container 
of a plurality of containers for laboratory analysis of biological specimens; 

a marking with said unique identification code, said marking beinpf applied to said 



container during production or packaging of the container: 

♦—means for combining each of said acquired unique identificaticjn 
corresponding patient code to form combined data based on said unique identification code 
said patient code; 



•—at least one analyzer with means for reading the unique identification 
associated with the containers which are placed in it, said analyzer carrying 
analysis on abiological specimen contained in the containers placed in it and supplying 
electronic computer the result of the analyses carried out, combined with 
associating said result with the patient to whom the biological specimen belongs based 
combined data . 



11. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 10, compr sing means for 
receiving from said at least one analyzer the result of said at least one analysis combined with 
the unique identification code of the container in which the analyzed biological specimen is 
placed, said means being programmed to associate said result with the patient zode relating to 
the unique identification code combined with the result of the analysis, to send the result of the 
analysis combined with the patient code to said central electronic computer. 



codes with a 
and 



codes 
out at least one 
to said 
iata capable of 
on said 
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12. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 10, in which! the result of the 
analysis, combined with the unique identification code of the corresponding cjontainer, is sent 
to said central computer, the central computer being programmed to associate, by means of the 
combination of the paiient code with the unique identification code, each uniqi le identification 



code - and consequently the result of the analysis - with the patient code of tlje patient whose 
biological specimen is contained in the container identified by said unique identification code, 

13 - 20 (Canceled) 

21. (New) The method according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
connecting a means to each container for determining an expiry date Af the respecti ve 

container. 

22. (New) The system according to Claim 10, further comprising: 
means connected with each container for determining an expiry date <|f the respective 

container. 

23. (New) An analytical laboratory data management method comprif ing the steps of: 
generating unique identification codes; 

providing a plurality of containers for the laboratory analysis of biological specimens; 
associating each of said containers with one of said unique identification codes and 

7 



PAGE 8/23 * RCVD AT 12/12/2003 2:31 :52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRMI4 * DNES:8729306 * CSID:1 914941 5855 



* DURATION (mm-ss):0548 



12/12/2003 15:32 19149415855 



MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC 



PAGE 



applying a marking including $aid unique identification code to the associated container 
during production or packaging of the container at a first location; 

generating patient codes with a host computer or providing as inp|rt into the host 
computer the generated patient codes; 

associating each patient code with an individual patient to be subjected to analysis; 
1 0 providing, at a second location, a biological specimen from the indivic ual patient with 

the associated patient code in the container with said unique identification c< de; 

providing correlation data, based on a combination of said patient code and the marked 
said unique identification code of the corresponding container for whicl the biological 
specimen has been or will be provided* by reading or receiving said patient c )de and reading 
15 the marked said unique identification code of the corresponding container havi* ig the biological 

specimen, said correlation data being provided to a device separate from said host computer; 
providing an analyzer for analysis of the biological specimen; 
carrying out at least one analysis on the container, with the unique identification code 
having the biological specimen, using the analyzer to provide results of the ans lysis associated 
20 with the unique identification code; 

associating the results of the analysis with the patient code at the devicfe separate from 
the host computer based on the correlation data; and 

sending the results of the analysis and associated patient code to the |ost computer. 



24. (New) The method according to Claim 23, further comprising: 
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connecting a means to each container for determining an expiry date 
container. 



r 



>f the respective 



25. (New) An analytical laboratory data management method compru ing the steps of; 

generating unique identification codes; 

providing a plurality of containers for the laboratory analysis of biological specimens; 

associating each of said containers with one of said unique identification codes and 
applying a marking, including said unique identification code, to the associated container 
during production or packaging of the container at a first location; 

generating patient codes with a host computer or providing as inpfjt into the host 
computer the generated patient codes; 

associating each patient code with an individual patient to be subjected to analysis; 

providing, at a second location, a biological specimen from the indivk ual patient with 
the associated patient code in the container with said unique identification c< <le; 

providing correlation data based on a combination of said patient code and the marked 
said unique identification code of the corresponding container for whicl the biological 
specimen has been or will be provided, by reading or receiving said patient c >de and reading 
the marked said unique identification code of the corresponding container havi ig the biological 
specimen,; 

providing an analyzer for analysis of the biological specimen; 
carrying out at least one analysis on the container, with the unique identification code 
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having the biological specimen, using the analyzer to provide results of the and lysis associated 
2 0 with the unique identification code; 

sending the results of the analysis associated with the unique identif ic|tion code to the 
host computer; and 

associating the results of the analysis with the patient code at the host j computer based 
on the correlation data. 



26. (New) The method according to Claim 25, further comprising: 
connecting a means to each container for determining an expiry date <f f the respective 
container. 



specimens, each 



27. (New) A set of containers for laboratory analysis of biological 
container of the set comprising: 
a container body; 

a marking or label connected to said container body and having 
5 machine-readable identification code that is unique to said container body 

identification codes of the set of containers, said marking or label with said 
identification code being associated with said container body and applied 
body during production or packaging of said container body; and 

means connect^ with said container body during production or pa 
1 0 container body for determining an expiry date. 



10 
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28. (New) The container according to Claim 27, wherein said identification code is a 
bar code. 



11 
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